
Table 19.   Average Number of Employees at Underground and Surface Mines by State and Mine Production 
Range, 2005 

Mine Production Range 
(Thousand Short Tons) Coal-Producing 

State, Region1, and Mine Type 1,000 and 
Greater 500 to 1,000 200 to 500 100 to 200 50 to 100 10 to 50 Less Than 10 Zero2

Total Number 
of Employees

Alabama ...................................................... 2,437 595 392 248 270 61 11 124 4,138
   Underground.............................................. 2,437 323 - - 74 - 5 48 2,887
   Surface....................................................... - 272 392 248 196 61 6 76 1,251
Alaska .......................................................... 97 - - - - - - - 97
   Surface....................................................... 97 - - - - - - - 97
Arizona ........................................................ 532 - - - - - - 35 567
   Surface....................................................... 532 - - - - - - 35 567
Arkansas...................................................... - - - - - - 2 - 2
   Surface....................................................... - - - - - - 2 - 2
Colorado...................................................... 2,085 22 114 - - - - 5 2,226
   Underground.............................................. 1,550 - 85 - - - - 5 1,640
   Surface....................................................... 535 22 29 - - - - - 586
Illinois .......................................................... 3,278 347 51 - 3 8 - 130 3,817
   Underground.............................................. 2,993 318 - - - - - 82 3,393
   Surface....................................................... 285 29 51 - 3 8 - 48 424
Indiana......................................................... 1,965 288 202 - 56 52 - 120 2,683
   Underground.............................................. 884 113 74 - - 32 - 40 1,143
   Surface....................................................... 1,081 175 128 - 56 20 - 80 1,540
Kansas.......................................................... - - - 25 - - - - 25
   Surface....................................................... - - - 25 - - - - 25
Kentucky Total ........................................... 3,940 3,112 3,510 1,717 1,271 1,276 286 1,878 16,990
   Underground.............................................. 3,227 1,609 2,155 1,226 845 722 159 1,194 11,137
   Surface....................................................... 713 1,503 1,355 491 426 554 127 684 5,853
  Eastern....................................................... 2,034 2,936 3,207 1,599 1,213 1,260 282 1,759 14,290
   Underground.............................................. 1,393 1,560 1,993 1,156 798 722 159 1,102 8,883
   Surface....................................................... 641 1,376 1,214 443 415 538 123 657 5,407
  Western...................................................... 1,906 176 303 118 58 16 4 119 2,700
   Underground.............................................. 1,834 49 162 70 47 - - 92 2,254
   Surface....................................................... 72 127 141 48 11 16 4 27 446
Louisiana ..................................................... 206 36 - - - - - - 242
   Surface....................................................... 206 36 - - - - - - 242
Maryland..................................................... 173 108 78 35 27 35 12 34 502
   Underground.............................................. 173 - 46 22 - - - 31 272
   Surface....................................................... - 108 32 13 27 35 12 3 230
Mississippi ................................................... 193 - - - - - - - 193
   Surface....................................................... 193 - - - - - - - 193
Missouri....................................................... - - 24 - - - - - 24
   Surface....................................................... - - 24 - - - - - 24
Montana ...................................................... 770 - 12 53 - - - - 835
   Underground.............................................. - - - 53 - - - - 53
   Surface....................................................... 770 - 12 - - - - - 782
New Mexico................................................. 1,240 - - - - - - 168 1,408
   Underground.............................................. 296 - - - - - - 66 362
   Surface....................................................... 944 - - - - - - 102 1,046
North Dakota .............................................. 927 - - - - - - - 927
   Surface....................................................... 927 - - - - - - - 927
Ohio.............................................................. 1,126 448 444 100 100 73 61 182 2,534
   Underground.............................................. 1,126 3 135 - 20 23 - 77 1,384
   Surface....................................................... - 445 309 100 80 50 61 105 1,150
Oklahoma.................................................... - - 183 - 7 2 4 - 196
   Underground.............................................. - - 48 - - - - - 48
   Surface....................................................... - - 135 - 7 2 4 - 148
Pennsylvania Total ..................................... 3,279 619 991 924 253 479 250 814 7,609
   Underground.............................................. 3,279 391 432 427 51 48 34 381 5,043
   Surface....................................................... - 228 559 497 202 431 216 433 2,566
  Anthracite.................................................. - - 23 155 37 192 107 377 891
   Underground.............................................. - - - 46 - 42 25 115 228
   Surface....................................................... - - 23 109 37 150 82 262 663
  Bituminous ................................................ 3,279 619 968 769 216 287 143 437 6,718
   Underground.............................................. 3,279 391 432 381 51 6 9 266 4,815
   Surface....................................................... - 228 536 388 165 281 134 171 1,903
Tennessee..................................................... - 125 266 41 41 100 49 69 691
   Underground.............................................. - - 112 26 41 59 37 43 318
   Surface....................................................... - 125 154 15 - 41 12 26 373
Texas ............................................................ 2,134 62 - - - - - - 2,196
   Surface....................................................... 2,134 62 - - - - - - 2,196
Utah.............................................................. 1,378 - 256 64 - - - 119 1,817
   Underground.............................................. 1,378 - 256 64 - - - 114 1,812
   Surface....................................................... - - - - - - - 5 5
    
See footnotes at end of table.          

 



Table 19.   Average Number of Employees at Underground and Surface Mines by State and Mine Production 
Range, 2005 (Continued)  

Mine Production Range 
(Thousand Short Tons) Coal-Producing 

State, Region 1, and Mine Type 1,000 and 
Greater 500 to 1,000 200 to 500 100 to 200 50 to 100 10 to 50 Less Than 10 Zero 2

Total Number 
of Employees

Virginia........................................................ 1,128 549 1,291 580 492 312 142 640 5,134
   Underground.............................................. 829 301 835 418 406 235 84 469 3,577
   Surface....................................................... 299 248 456 162 86 77 58 171 1,557
Washington ................................................. 672 - - - - - - - 672
   Surface....................................................... 672 - - - - - - - 672
West Virginia Total.................................... 8,168 2,401 3,108 1,363 710 488 110 2,263 18,611
   Underground.............................................. 5,382 1,336 2,188 1,107 585 293 86 1,506 12,483
   Surface....................................................... 2,786 1,065 920 256 125 195 24 757 6,128
  Northern.................................................... 3,073 310 498 207 126 92 21 302 4,629
   Underground.............................................. 2,878 208 448 193 81 61 15 201 4,085
   Surface....................................................... 195 102 50 14 45 31 6 101 544
  Southern .................................................... 5,095 2,091 2,610 1,156 584 396 89 1,961 13,982
   Underground.............................................. 2,504 1,128 1,740 914 504 232 71 1,305 8,398
   Surface....................................................... 2,591 963 870 242 80 164 18 656 5,584
Wyoming ..................................................... 4,966 - 62 - - - 4 18 5,050
   Underground.............................................. - - 62 - - - - - 62
   Surface....................................................... 4,966 - - - - - 4 18 4,988
    
Appalachian Total ...................................... 18,345 7,781 9,777 4,890 3,106 2,808 917 5,885 53,509
   Underground.............................................. 14,619 3,914 5,741 3,156 1,975 1,380 405 3,657 34,847
   Surface....................................................... 3,726 3,867 4,036 1,734 1,131 1,428 512 2,228 18,662
  Northern.................................................... 7,651 1,485 2,011 1,266 506 679 344 1,332 15,274
   Underground.............................................. 7,456 602 1,061 642 152 132 49 690 10,784
   Surface....................................................... 195 883 950 624 354 547 295 642 4,490
  Central....................................................... 8,257 5,701 7,374 3,376 2,330 2,068 549 4,429 34,084
   Underground.............................................. 4,726 2,989 4,680 2,514 1,749 1,248 338 2,919 21,163
   Surface....................................................... 3,531 2,712 2,694 862 581 820 211 1,510 12,921
  Southern .................................................... 2,437 595 392 248 270 61 24 124 4,151
   Underground.............................................. 2,437 323 - - 74 - 18 48 2,900
   Surface....................................................... - 272 392 248 196 61 6 76 1,251
Interior Total .............................................. 9,682 909 763 143 124 78 10 369 12,078
   Underground.............................................. 5,711 480 284 70 47 32 - 214 6,838
   Surface....................................................... 3,971 429 479 73 77 46 10 155 5,240
  Illinois Basin.............................................. 7,149 811 556 118 117 76 4 369 9,200
   Underground.............................................. 5,711 480 236 70 47 32 - 214 6,790
   Surface....................................................... 1,438 331 320 48 70 44 4 155 2,410
Western Total ............................................. 12,667 22 444 117 - - 4 345 13,599
   Underground.............................................. 3,224 - 403 117 - - - 185 3,929
   Surface....................................................... 9,443 22 41 - - - 4 160 9,670
  Powder River Basin.................................. 5,035 - - - - - - 18 5,053
   Surface....................................................... 5,035 - - - - - - 18 5,053
  Uinta Region ............................................. 3,463 22 283 64 - - - 124 3,956
   Underground.............................................. 2,928 - 283 64 - - - 119 3,394
   Surface....................................................... 535 22 - - - - - 5 562
    
East of Miss. River ..................................... 25,687 8,592 10,333 5,008 3,223 2,884 921 6,254 62,902
   Underground.............................................. 20,330 4,394 5,977 3,226 2,022 1,412 405 3,871 41,637
   Surface....................................................... 5,357 4,198 4,356 1,782 1,201 1,472 516 2,383 21,265
West of Miss. River .................................... 15,007 120 651 142 7 2 10 345 16,284
   Underground.............................................. 3,224 - 451 117 - - - 185 3,977
   Surface....................................................... 11,783 120 200 25 7 2 10 160 12,307
    
Subtotal........................................................ 40,694 8,712 10,984 5,150 3,230 2,886 931 6,599 79,186
   Underground.............................................. 23,554 4,394 6,428 3,343 2,022 1,412 405 4,056 45,614
   Surface....................................................... 17,140 4,318 4,556 1,807 1,208 1,474 526 2,543 33,572
    
Refuse Recovery ......................................... - - 14 3 5 39 34 2 97
    
U.S. Total..................................................... 40,694 8,712 10,998 5,153 3,235 2,925 965 6,601 79,283   

 
1 For a definition of coal producing regions, see Glossary. 
2 Includes all employees at preparation plants and tipples not co-located with a mine. 
     Note:  • Includes all employees engaged in production, preparation, processing, development, maintenance, repair shop, or yard work at mining operations, including 

office workers. Excludes preparation plants with less than 5,000 employee hours per year, which are not required to provide data. 
     Source:  • U.S. Department of Labor, Mine Safety and Health Administration, Form 7000-2, "Quarterly Mine Employment and Coal Production Report." 
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